[Changes in serum endogenous digitalis-like factor concentration in patients with renal impairment].
Measurement of serum endogenous digitalis-like factor (EDF) concentration was carried out in 58 patients with renal impairment with radioimmunoassay. The results showed that serum EDF concentration in patients with renal impairment was markedly higher than that of normal cases. The serum EDF concentration was significantly elevated with decrease of renal function and was positively correlated with the levels of BUN and blood creatinine. The serum EDF concentration in patients with primary and secondary renal impairment was of no difference. It was found that the difference between patients with and without hypertension was statistically significant. The serum EDF concentrations were markedly decreased after hemodialysis but still higher than those of normal cases.